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2006 contributions: $295.02 billion by source of contributions

Total estimated charitable giving in 2006 reached $295.02 billion, which is  
an increase of 4.2 percent from the revised estimate of $283.05 for 2005. 
The greatest portion of charitable giving ($222.89 billion) was given by individual 
or household donors. This accounts for 75.6 percent of the total estimated giving. 
Charitable bequests accounted for 7.8 percent of the total giving in 2006 at  
an estimated $22.91 billion.
The sum of gifts by living individuals and through charitable bequests is $245.80 
billion, which represents 83.3 percent of the estimated total giving for 2006. 
The Foundation Center estimated grantmaking by independent, community, and 
operating foundations to be $36.50 billion in 2006. This is 12.4 percent of the 
estimated total.
Corporate giving is estimated to be $12.72 billion, which is 4.3 percent of  
the total charitable contributions in 2006.
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2006 contributions: $295.02 billion by type of recipient organization

Religious organizations received the most in charitable gifts in 2006, an estimated 
$96.82 billion, which is 32.8 percent of the total estimate.
Donors gave an estimated at $40.98 billion to educational organizations, or 13.9 
percent of the total.
Human services organizations received $29.56 billion, or 10.0 percent of the total. 
Donations to the health subsector totaled an estimated $20.22 billion, which is  
6.9 percent of the total.
Public-society benefit organizations received $21.41 billion, or 7.3 percent of  
the total.
Donors gave an estimated $12.51 billion to the arts, culture, and humanities 
subsector, which is 4.2 percent of the total.
International affairs organizations received $11.34 billion, or 3.8 percent of the total.
Gifts made to environment/animals organizations totaled an estimated $6.60 
billion, or 2.2 percent of the total.
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The Foundation Center and Giving USA estimate giving of $29.50 billion to 
foundations in 2006, or 10.0 percent of the total. This includes an estimated fair 
market value for gifts to patient assistance foundations and gifts to private and 
community foundations. 
Contributions to organizations that are not tracked (for example, government 
entities or scholarship donations to mutual benefit associations), deductions carried 
over and unallocated giving are estimated at $26.08 billion, or 8.8 percent of the total. 
This amount represents individual and corporate deductions expected to be claimed 
in 2006 for gifts made in prior years (carried over), amounts that donors deduct at 
a value different from what the nonprofit reports as revenue, gifts and grants to 
government entities, gifts and grants to an entity classified as a foundation but not 
yet a grantmaking foundation, foundation grants to organizations located in another 
country, and contributions to new organizations not yet allocated to a subsector. 
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Changes in giving by source, 2005–2006 and 2004–2005, 
and 2004–2006 cumulative

The sum of estimated giving by all sources is $295.02 billion.
Total giving between 2005 and 2006 rose by an estimated 4.2 percent. This is a 
slowed rate of growth compared with 2004 and 2005, when giving rose by an 
estimated 9.3 percent, including contributions for disaster relief.
In 2005, an estimated $7.37 billion was given for disaster relief. In 2006, the disaster 
relief estimate is $1.17 billion. Without disaster relief giving in 2005 or 2006 
included, the estimated change from 2005 to 2006 is 6.6 percent. 
Individual giving increased 4.4 percent from the 2005 revised estimate of $213.47 
billion. When an estimated $5.83 billion in disaster relief giving in 2005 and an 
estimated $0.94 billion in disaster gifts made in 2006 are excluded, the change is  
6.9 percent.
The 2006 estimate for dollars given by charitable bequest has decreased 2.1 percent 
from last year’s revised estimate. The 2005 estimate is revised this year based on  
IRS tax return data released early in 2007. 
Foundation giving increased 12.6 percent in 2006, compared with the 2005 revised 
estimate, based on data from the Foundation Center.
Corporate giving decreased in 2006 by 7.6 percent from the 2005 revised estimate. 
The 2005 estimate, however, included $1.38 billion for disaster relief giving and the 
2006 estimate includes $0.15 billion for disaster relief. When these amounts are 
excluded, the change in 2006 is growth of 1.5 percent.
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Changes in giving by source, 2005–2006 and 2004–2005, 
and 2004–2006 cumulative 

(Adjusted for inflation)

When adjusted for inflation, total giving between 2005 and 2006 rose by an 
estimated 1.0 percent. The slowed rate of growth reflects added giving of $7.37 
billion in 2005 for disaster relief and just $1.17 billion in estimated disaster relief 
giving in 2006. When these amounts are not included, the change is an inflation-
adjusted increase of 3.2 percent.
Individual giving rose an estimated 4.0 percent cumulatively from 2004 to 2006, 
after adjustment for inflation.
The 2006 estimate for charitable bequests has decreased 5.1 percent from last year’s 
revised estimate. The change over two years is growth of 16.3 percent.
Foundation giving increased 9.1 percent in 2006 when compared with the 2005 
revised estimate. This is a slower rate of growth than in 2005. From 2004 through 
2006, foundation giving rose 20.4 percent cumulatively.
Corporate giving declined an estimated 10.5 percent in 2006, adjusted for inflation. 
The 2005 estimate includes increased contributions in 2005 for disaster relief. When 
they are not included, the change is a decline of 1.7 percent. The net change from 
2004 to 2006 is growth of 5.0 percent, with disaster gifts included in 2005 and 2006.
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Changes in giving by type of recipient organization, 2005–2006 and 2004–2005, 
and 2004–2006 cumulative

This page compares changes between 2005 and 2006 and changes in giving between 
2004 and 2005 for each subsector, before adjustment for inflation. The following 
page examines the same years, after adjustment for inflation.
Giving to religious organizations rose by 4.5 percent in 2006, following a change of 
4.9 percent from 2005. In two years, giving to religion increased 10.1 percent.
Gifts to the education subsector increased by 9.8 percent in 2006, trailing the 10.5 
percent increase seen in 2005. In two years, giving to education rose 21.4 percent.
Giving to health organizations fell by 2.3 percent in 2006, nearly cancelling out the 
2.7 percent gain found for 2005. The net result is 0.3 percent increase.
Giving to human services organizations decreased by 9.2 percent in 2006, much 
less than the 33.3 percent increase in 2005. That increase in 2005 does include 
disaster contributions estimated to be about one-half of the gain seen that year.  
The two-year change is growth of 21.0 percent.
Gifts to the arts, culture, and humanities subsector increased by 9.9 percent in 
2006, compared with a decline of 3.4 percent in 2005. Over two years, the change  
is 6.2 percent.
Giving for organizations in the public-society benefit subsector rose by 5.7 percent 
in 2006, following a gain in 2005 of 7.6 percent (which includes disaster gifts 
received). The net result is an increase of 13.8 percent from 2004 to 2006.
Giving to environmental organizations increased by 1.9 percent in 2006, compared 
with a change of 17.8 percent in 2005. The two-year change is growth of 20.0 percent. 
Giving for organizations in the international affairs subsector decreased by 9.2 
percent in 2006, much less than the 8.1 percent increase in 2005. The increase in 
2005 includes gifts made for disaster relief and recovery. The two-year change is a 
drop of 1.8 percent.
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Cumulative change, 
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Changes in giving by type of recipient organization, 2005–2006 and 2004–2005 
(Adjusted for inflation)

Adjusted for inflation, gifts to religious organizations grew by 1.2 percent in 2006, 
compared with a change of 1.9 percent in 2005. The 2005 contributions include 
estimated giving for disaster relief if denominations included that in their reports to 
the National Council of Churches of Christ, in the parish survey, or to the Evangelical 
Council of Financial Accountability. Over two years, the growth is 3.2 percent.
Gifts to educational organizations in 2006 rose by an inflation-adjusted 6.4 percent, 
close to the 6.9 percent rate of growth in 2005. Over two years, the change is 13.8 
percent.
Adjusted for inflation, gifts to the health subsector fell by 5.4 percent, following a 
small drop of 0.6 percent in 2005. Over two years, the drop is 6.0 percent.
Gifts to human services organizations experienced a significant decrease of 12.0 
percent. This drop follows the healthy growth of 28.9 percent in 2005. The 2006 
change reflects a decline following the extraordinary disaster relief gifts of 2005. 
Over two years, the change is 13.4 percent.
Gifts to arts, culture, and humanities organizations rose by 6.5 percent in 2006, 
bouncing back from the decline of 6.5 percent experienced in 2005. The change 
from 2004 to 2006 is a drop of $0.06 billion, or a decline of 0.5 percent.
Adjusted for inflation, gifts to the public-society benefit subsector increased by 2.4 
percent, up from 4.0 percent growth in the previous year. The two-year change is 
6.6 percent.
Gifts to environment/animals organizations decreased by 1.3 percent, which follows 
an increase of 14.0 percent in 2005. The cumulative change is 12.4 percent from 
2004 to 2006.
Giving to the international affairs subsector dropped by 12.0 percent after adjustment 
for inflation, the first decline since 1993. This decline is from a high in 2005 that 
included disaster relief giving. The cumulative change since 2004 is -8.0 percent. 
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Total giving, 1966–2006 
($ in billions)

Giving in 2006 is estimated to be $295.02 billion. In current dollars, before inflation 
adjustment, estimated giving has increased by $279.23 billion since 1966. More than 
half of the growth has been since 1996, when giving was an estimated $139.1 billion. 
Adjusted for inflation, giving has increased $196.76 billion between 1966 and 2006, 
or from an estimated $98.26 billion to an estimated $295.02 billion. The change is 
more than 200 percent growth, adjusted for inflation, in 40 years.
In 1996, inflation-adjusted giving was $178.73 billion. Giving has grown by $116.29 
billion in 10 years. Adjusted for inflation, the ten-year change is 65.1 percent.
Giving shows a slowed rate of growth—or even an inflation-adjusted decline—in 
years of recession. 
Giving showed the most dramatic rates of growth in the late 1990s through 2000, 
when the stock market was soaring. 
The inflation-adjusted increase in the stock market in 2006 was 10 percent. After 
removing disaster-relief gifts, giving rose 3.2 percent in 2006.
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Total giving by source by five-year spans in inflation-adjusted dollars, 1967–2006 
($ in billions)

Individual giving is always the largest portion of the total.
Adjusted for inflation, individual giving increased by 146.3 percent when comparing 
the total of $1,049 billion ($1.05 trillion) for 2002–2006 with the $425.8 billion total 
for 1967–1971.
Charitable bequests (at $110.11 billion in the 2002–2006 period) have more than 
doubled since 1967–1971, when they were $54.70 billion (adjusted for inflation).
Foundation grantmaking has grown the fastest in 40 years, with a change of 238.9 
percent from $47.19 billion in 1967–1971 to $159.91 billion in 2002–2006.
Corporate contributions, including giving by corporate foundations, increased from 
$23.76 billion in 1967–1971 to $63.26 in the 2002–2006 period. This is growth of 
166.2 percent.
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CorporationsFoundationsBequestsIndividualsPeriod

1967−1971 1972−1976 1977−1981 1982−1986 1987−1991 1992−1996 1997−2001 2002−2006

551.47 563.91 597.70
671.94

766.08
829.65

1,200.69

1,381.94

1967-1971
1972-1976
1977-1981
1982-1986
1987-1991
1992-1996
1997-2001
2002-2006

425.82
456.44
500.78
545.36
612.68
644.57
914.78

1,048.66

54.70
44.19
36.22
45.99
55.84
70.44

103.29
110.11

47.19
40.27
33.27
40.72
54.14
68.25

123.11
159.91

23.76
23.01
27.43
39.87
43.42
46.39
59.51
63.26

Giving USA uses the CPI to adjust for inflation.
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Giving by source: percentage of the total by five-year spans, 1967–2006

Giving by individuals has continued to maintain a 50-year trend of being the single 
most important source of donations in the United States.
In the period 2002–2006, the allocation by type of donor reflects the increase in 
foundation donations, which is becoming one vehicle used by living donors for 
their contributions. That is, family foundation grantmaking, which accounts for about 
half of grant dollars distributed, is a form of “individual” giving, at least in part.
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10.3%
11.6%

4.3%
4.1%
4.6%
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5.7%
5.6%
5.0%
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Giving by individuals, 1966–2006 
($ in billions)

Charitable giving by individuals and households reached an estimated $222.89 
billion in 2006, compared with a revised estimate of $213.47 billion for 2005. This 
is a growth of 4.4 percent (1.2 percent adjusted for inflation).
Contributions from individuals are an estimated 75.6 percent of total giving. 
This year’s estimate includes $3.9 billion in gifts known to have been transferred, 
based on reports in the Chronicle of Philanthropy. 
The Katrina Emergency Tax Relief Act (KETRA) of 2005 reportedly stimulated 
some new giving and fulfillment of pledges made earlier. It may have shifted some 
giving into 2005 that would have occurred in later years. With no official data 
released by the IRS as of April 2007 about the extent of the impact of the KETRA 
provision, no adjustment has been made to the Giving USA estimate for individual 
giving in 2005 or 2006. 
The Pension Protection Act of 2006 included provisions that are believed to have 
resulted in additional gifts, including untaxed transfer of assets (roll-over) from 
Individual Retirement Accounts held by people age 70½ or more, beginning in 
August 2006 and in force through December 2007.
The 2005 and 2006 estimates each include individual contributions made for 
disaster relief. If those estimated amounts are not included in the totals, charitable 
giving by individuals and households rose 3.4 percent in 2005 (0.0 percent adjusted 
for inflation) and 6.9 percent in 2006 (3.6 percent adjusted for inflation).
Individual giving has increased an average of 2.8 percent per year over the past  
40 years, adjusted for inflation. In the past 10 years, individual giving has increased 
an average of 5.0 percent per year, adjusted for inflation.
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Giving by bequest, 1966–2006 
($ in billions)

Charitable bequests are estimated to be $22.91 billion, which is a 2.1 percent 
decline (-5.1 percent adjusted for inflation) when compared with the revised 
estimate for 2005. Bequest giving is 7.8 percent of total estimated giving for 2006.
The revised 2005 estimate for charitable bequests is $23.4 billion. Large estates that 
filed federal estate tax returns in 2005 included exceptional gifts to charity. Internal 
Revenue Service data show a 22 percent growth in value for the largest estates 
(more than $20 million) and a 68 percent increase in charitable bequests from 
those estates. Nearly the same number of large estates claimed a deduction in 2005 
as in 2004 (328 compared with 330). In other estate sizes ($1.5 million to $19.99 
million), combined gross estate value in 2005 fell 15.7 percent compared with 2004, 
and charitable bequests fell 5.3 percent.
Huge estates skew the amount claimed in charitable bequest deductions. Since 2000, 
between 200 and 330 donor estates with gross estate value of $20 million or more 
have accounted for 44 to 64 percent per year of the total itemized charitable bequests. 
This year’s estimate includes gifts of more than $4 billion that are anticipated to be 
made by estates that filed estate tax returns two years after the death of the donor—
gifts announced in 2004.
The federal estate tax filing exemption for 2006 jumped to $2 million (up from  
$1.5 million in 2004 and 2005). 
Since 1966, bequest gifts have grown an average of 4.5 percent annually, adjusted 
for inflation. Since 1996, the average annual rate of growth has been 5.5 percent, 
adjusted for inflation. 
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Giving by foundations, 1966–2006 
($ in billions)

The Foundation Center estimated $36.50 billion in giving in 2006 by independent, 
community, and operating foundations. This is 12.4 percent of total estimated 
giving for 2006.
This is a 12.6 percent increase in grantmaking by these types of foundations (9.1 
percent adjusted for inflation) compared with the final amount of $32.41 billion  
for 2005.
According to the Foundation Center, the “principal factors driving growth in 
foundation giving in 2006 were strong gains in the stock market and a higher level 
of new foundation establishment than was seen in the early 2000s.”
Giving by foundations has increased an average of 4.4 percent annually since 1966 
(adjusted for inflation). 
The annual increase in the past 10 years has averaged 9.3 percent, in spite of the 
fact that this period includes no growth in 2002 and 2003.
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Giving by corporations, 1966–2006 
($ in billions)

Corporate contributions were an estimated $12.72 billion in 2006, a decrease of 7.6 
percent (-10.5 percent adjusted for inflation) compared with the revised estimate of 
$13.77 billion for 2005, which includes $1.38 billion in estimated giving for disaster 
relief.
An estimated 4.3 percent of charitable contributions came from corporate giving. 
Corporate giving is associated with changes in corporate profits. The Bureau of 
Economic Analysis’ report of corporate profits before tax showed a growth of 19.2 
percent in 2006 (16.0 percent adjusted for inflation). This is a strong rate of growth 
historically, but follows two years during which profit growth exceeded 20 percent 
after inflation adjustment. 
Corporate foundation grantmaking is an estimated $4.2 billion, using data collected 
by the Foundation Center. Corporate foundation grantmaking rose an estimated 
6.0 percent in 2006. The grantmaking amount does not include distributions from 
operating foundations created by corporations that provide pharmaceuticals and 
medical products. Those foundations are treated by the Foundation Center as 
operating foundations instead of as corporate foundations.
The Committee Encouraging Corporate Philanthropy (CECP) collected data from 
89 of the country’s largest firms. Those companies reported a median change of 
6.1 percent increase in charitable contributions for 2006. CECP collects data about 
the fair-market value of product donations. Giving USA estimates the allowed tax 
deduction for product contributions, which is less than the fair market value.
The 40-year average annual increase in charitable giving by corporations is 2.7 percent, 
adjusted for inflation. Since 1996, the average annual rate of change in corporate 
giving is 3.2 percent, adjusted for inflation.
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Total giving as a percentage of gross domestic product, 1966–2006

The 2006 total estimate of charitable giving of $295.02 billion is 2.2 percent of the 
gross domestic product for 2006. 
The highest percentage of GDP that charitable giving has ever accounted for,  
2.3 percent, was in 2000 after several years of rapid growth in the stock market,  
and again in 2001 and 2005, when disaster relief was part of the total estimate.
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Individual giving as a share of personal income and disposable  
personal income, 1966–2006

Individual giving as a percentage of personal income decreased to 2.0 percent in 
2006 compared with 2.1 percent in 2005.
The 2006 individual giving as a percentage of personal income is above the 40-year 
average of 1.8 percent.
Personal income (before taxes) rose in 2006 by 6.3 percent (3.0 percent adjusted  
for inflation). 
Individual giving as a percentage of disposable personal income decreased to  
2.3 percent compared with the 2005 percentage of 2.4. 
Individual giving as a percentage of disposable personal income is above the  
40-year average of 2.1 percent.
Disposable personal income grew by 5.4 percent (2.1 percent adjusted for 
inflation). After adjusting for inflation, this rate of disposable personal income 
growth is slower than the 40-year average of 2.7 percent. 
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Corporate giving as a percentage of corporate pretax profits, 1966–2006

Corporate giving as a percentage of pretax profits is estimated to be 0.7 percent  
in 2006, which is less than the 40-year average of 1.1 percent. 
According to work by the Conference Board, international contributions are 
growing rapidly. Depending on how such contributions are made, it is possible that 
not all are counted as charitable donations under U.S. tax law. 
One of the largest sources of corporate philanthropy is pharmaceutical companies. 
Certain product donations made by these firms are reported at fair market values 
of more than $3.3 billion for 2005. The fair market value is not included in this 
estimate. In-kind donations are deductible under U.S. law at the cost of production, 
which is typically far less than fair market value.
Between 1981 and 2004, corporate giving as a percentage of pretax profits was  
1 percent or more. However, the percentage has dropped in recent years. This 
reflects rapidly increasing profits, not declining giving. 









GIVING USA ESTIMATES Giving USA: The Numbers

1966 1971 1976 1981 1986 1991 1996 2001 2006

0.90.9
0.7

2.0

1.2

1.0

1.6

0.7

         

1.1

Note: Graph shows actual calculated percentages. In text, percentages are rounded to the nearest 1/10th of one percent.



GIVING USA 2007            Giving USA Foundation™32

Giving to religion, 1966–2006 
($ in billions)

In 2006, giving to religious organizations reached an estimated $96.82 billion, an 
increase of 4.5 percent (1.2 percent adjusted for inflation) from the revised estimate 
of $92.69 billion for 2005.
Giving to religious organizations represented 32.8 percent of total estimated 
charitable contributions in the United States in 2006. 
Since 1966, in current dollars, gifts to religion have increased an average of 6.8 
percent per year. Adjusted for inflation, the average annual 40-year increase is 2.0 
percent. The ten-year average increase is 4.7 percent per year (2.1 percent adjusted 
for inflation).
Giving to religion increases over time, but more slowly than does giving to other 
subsectors. As a percentage of total giving, religion’s share has fallen from roughly 
half (45.7 percent) in 1966 to just under one-third (32.8 percent).
Countless religious congregations organized volunteers in 2005 and 2006 to go to 
hurricane-affected communities in the American South to assist with rebuilding. 
Volunteer hours and expenses that volunteers paid for these trips are not included 
in the estimate of giving to religion. 
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Giving to education, 1966–2006 
($ in billions)

Giving to educational organizations was estimated to be $40.98 billion in 2006, an 
increase of 9.8 percent (6.4 percent adjusted for inflation) from the 2005 revised 
estimate of $37.31 billion for 2005.
An estimated 13.9 percent of total giving went to educational organizations. 
The education giving estimate is based on data from the Council for Aid to Education 
for gifts to higher education, from the National Association of Independent Schools 
for gifts to private K–12 schools, and from the Giving USA survey for gifts to other 
types of educational organizations. 
The new average rate of change of giving to education is 7.6 percent (3.1 percent 
adjusted for inflation) per year over the last 40 years. In the past ten years, giving  
to education has increased at an average annual rate of 8.0 percent (5.9 percent 
adjusted for inflation).
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Giving to foundations, 1978–2006 
($ in billions)

In 2006, giving to foundations reached an estimated $29.50 billion—an increase  
of 7.4 percent (4.1 percent adjusted for inflation) from the revised estimate of 
$27.46 billion for 2005.
Giving to foundations represented 10.0 percent of total estimated charitable 
contributions in the United States in 2006. 
Gifts to foundations in 2006 include major donations of Warren Buffett ($1.9 billion), 
Herbert and Marion Sandler ($1.3 billion), and Bernard Osher ($0.7 billion), as 
well as bequests from the estates of Jim Joseph ($500 million) and Mary Joan 
Palevsky ($212.8 million).
FoundationSearch America showed 2,146 newly registered foundations established 
since January 2006, including trusts and scholarship funds. Many new foundations 
receive contributions that are not included in the gifts received by grantmaking 
foundations. For 2006, an unknown amount was given to foundations that are not 
(yet) grantmaking. The graph above is limited to grantmaking foundations.
Giving to foundations has grown an average of 13.6 percent a year (9.1 percent 
adjusted for inflation) since data began in 1978. In the past ten years, giving to 
foundations has increased an annual average of 11.1 percent (8.4 percent adjusted 
for inflation).
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Data: The Foundation Center.
Excludes gifts to corporate foundations.
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Giving to human services, 1966–2006 
($ in billions)

Giving to organizations in the human services subsector is estimated to be $29.56 
billion in 2006. This is 10.0 percent of total estimated giving.
In current dollars, giving to human services declined by an estimated 9.2 percent  
in 2006. Adjusted for inflation, this is a drop of 12.0 percent. 
The decline estimated for 2006 follows exceptional growth in 2005 related to 
contributions for disaster relief and to bequests of $1.3 billion reported by one 
charitable organization. 
After adjusting for disaster relief gifts estimated for 2005 and 2006, giving to 
human services is $27.94 billion in 2005 and $28.86 billion for 2006. 
The rate of change without considering disaster relief giving in 2005 or 2006 or the 
billion-dollar bequest in 2005 is 3.3 percent (0.1 percent adjusted for inflation). 
The 40-year average rate of growth in giving to human services is 5.7 percent  
(1.5 percent adjusted for inflation). In the past decade (1997–2006), the average 
growth rate in human services has been 9.9 percent (8.9 percent adjusted for 
inflation).
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Giving to health, 1966–2006 
($ in billions)

In 2006, giving to health organizations reached an estimated $20.22 billion, a 
decrease of 2.3 percent (-5.4 percent adjusted for inflation) from the revised 
estimate of $20.70 billion for 2005.
Giving to health organizations represented 6.9 percent of total estimated charitable 
contributions in the United States in 2006. 
The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation continued its commitment to world health 
and made major grants that far surpassed any other single donor’s philanthropic 
support for the subsector. 
The new 40-year average rate of growth for giving to health is 5.9 percent (1.0 
percent adjusted for inflation).
Health giving rose an average 4.2 percent per year (1.4 percent adjusted for 
inflation) from 1997 through 2006.
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Giving to public-society benefit, 1966–2006 
($ in billions)

In 2006, giving to public-society benefit organizations reached an estimated $21.41 
billion, an increase of 5.7 percent (2.4 percent adjusted for inflation) from the 
revised estimate of $20.25 billion for 2005.
Giving to the public-society benefit subsector represented 7.3 percent of total 
estimated charitable contributions in the United States in 2006. 
Over the past 40 years, the average increase in giving to public-society benefit 
organizations is 11.4 percent (6.4 percent adjusted for inflation). Since 1996,  
the average annual rate of change has been 6.6 percent (4.2 percent adjusted  
for inflation).
According to the annual Philanthropy 400 rankings, United Way of America was 
the charity that raised the most money in the United States in 2004 and 2005. This 
includes gifts to more than 1,300 United Way affiliates.
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Giving to arts, culture, and humanities, 1966–2006 
($ in billions)

In 2006, giving to arts, culture, and humanities organizations reached an estimated 
$12.51 billion, an increase of 9.9 percent (6.5 percent adjusted for inflation) from the 
revised estimate of $11.38 billion for 2005.
Giving to the arts, culture, and humanities subsector represented 4.2 percent of 
total estimated charitable contributions in the United States in 2006.
The 40-year average increase in gifts to arts, culture, and humanities organizations 
is 8.5 percent (4.2 percent adjusted for inflation). In the years from 1997 to 2006, 
the average annual increase is 5.5 percent (4.9 percent adjusted for inflation). 
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Giving to international affairs, 1987–2006 
($ in billions)

In 2006, giving to international affairs organizations reached an estimated $11.34 
billion, a decrease of 9.2 percent (-12.0 percent adjusted for inflation) from the 
revised estimate of $12.49 billion for 2005.
The amount in 2005 includes $1.14 billion in giving for relief after the December 
2004 tsunami and the 2005 hurricanes. With disaster gifts excluded, the change in 
2006 is a drop of 0.3 percent (-3.3 adjusted for inflation). The decline in 2006 is  
the first drop in giving for this subsector since 1993.
Giving to the international affairs subsector represented 3.8 percent of total 
estimated charitable contributions in the United States in 2006. 
In 1987, Giving USA began collecting data on gifts for international affairs, including 
aid, relief, and development giving, as well as contributions for student exchange 
programs and organizations working on global peace and security issues. Since 
1987, giving for international affairs has increased an average of 16.3 percent 
annually (12.9 percent adjusted for inflation). 
From 1997 through 2006, giving to this subsector increased at an average annual 
rate of 12.5 percent (10.0 percent annually, after adjustment for inflation).
Gifts to international affairs organizations include cash and in-kind contributions. 
In-kind gifts, often from corporations, include supplies, products, and equipment. 
U.S. recipient organizations are permitted by law to record those donations at fair-
market value, which may exceed the amount allowed in deductions for the donor.
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Giving to environment and animals, 1987–2006 
($ in billions)

In 2006, giving to the environment and animals subsector reached an estimated 
$6.60 billion, an increase of 1.9 percent (-1.3 percent adjusted for inflation) from 
the revised estimate of $6.48 billion for 2005.
Giving to environment and animals organizations represented 2.2 percent of total 
estimated charitable contributions in the United States in 2006. 
Since 1987, when giving to environment and animals organizations began to be 
tracked separately, the average annual increase has been 8.1 percent (6.9 percent 
adjusted for inflation).
From 1997 to 2006, the average annual increase has been 8.1 percent (7.2 percent 
adjusted for inflation).
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Average rates of change, 1987–1996 and 1997–2006 by type of recipient 
(adjusted for inflation)

The graph here compares the inflation-adjusted rates of change for the subsectors 
for three time periods. The light grey bars indicate the average rate of change for 
the years 1987 through 1996. The dark grey bars show the average rate of change 
for 1997 through 2006. The column on the right is the 20-year average for years 
1987 through 2006.
The rate of change is the highest in giving for international affairs in all three 
periods: 1987 to 1996, 1997 to 2006, and the combined period 1987–2006.
Over the 20-year span, religion shows the lowest rate of growth. However, the 
average rate of change from 1997 through 2006, at 2.0 percent, is several times 
more than the very low rate of 0.4 percent in the years from 1987 to 1996.
In the most recent decade, from 1997 to 2006, giving to human services has 
increased an average of 8.9 percent annually, while giving for health increased an 
average of only 1.4 percent per year.
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Giving by type of recipients, five-year spans (adjusted for inflation), 1967–2006 
($ in billions)

Giving to religion, which was $242.7 billion in the 1967–1971 period, increased to 
$471.9 billion for the period from 2002–2006. This is nearly a doubling of giving to 
religion in 40 years (a 94 percent increase).
Giving to education rose 168 percent, from $67.8 billion in the 1967–1971 period 
to $181.7 billion in 2002–2006.
Giving to foundations rose by 486 percent from the first data in the mid-1970s to 
the 2002–2006 period.
Giving to health shows the lowest rate of change of all the types of recipients, 
growing 15 percent from $91.6 billion in the 1967–1971 period to $105.5 billion  
in 2002–2006.
Giving to human services charities was $83.8 billion in 1967–1971 and $142.3 
billion in 2002–2006. This is growth of 70 percent.
Giving to arts, culture, and humanities organizations rose by 216 percent, from 
$19.3 billion from 1967–1971 to $60.8 billion in 2002–2006.
Giving to public-society benefit organizations rose from $13.8 billion in 1967–1971 
to $100.5 billion in 2002–2006. This is growth of 628 percent.
Giving to organizations in the environment/animals subsector rose from $11.1 
billion in 1987–1991 to $31.1 billion in 2002–2004. This is growth of 181 percent.
Giving for international affairs increased 363 percent, from $12.3 billion in  
1987–1991 to $57.1 billion in 2002–2006.
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Giving by type of recipient as a percentage of total giving, 1967–2006 
(Five-year spans; does not include "unallocated")

Giving to religion represents the greatest percentage of total giving across time 
periods. In the time period 2002 through 2006, religious giving accounted for 37.0 
percent of total charitable giving.
Education has been the second largest portion of giving since the 1982 through 1986 
period, when giving to education accounted for 11.8 percent of charitable giving.
Donations to foundations made up 9.8 percent of all charitable donations between 
2002 and 2006.
The percentage of total charitable contributions that is accounted for by gifts to 
health has decreased from 1967–1971, when health received 17.7 percent of the 
total, to 2002–2006, when health organizations received 8.3 percent. 
Human services organizations received 16.1 percent of the total in the 1967–1971 
period and 11.2 percent in the 2002–2006 period.
Giving to public and society benefit has increased as a percentage of total charitable 
gifts since 1967–1971, when it was 2.7 percent. In 2002–2006, it was 7.9 percent.
Arts, culture, and humanities gifts account for 4.8 percent of total charitable giving 
between 2002 and 2006. This is an increased share compared with 1967–1971, 
when arts, culture, and humanities organizations received 3.7 percent of the total.
Environment/animal organizations have received around 2.0 percent of the total 
since they began to be tracked in 1987.
International affairs organizations received 1.7 percent of the total from 1987–1991 
and 4.5 percent in 2002–2006.
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Distribution of levels of change in charitable revenue, 2005–2006 
(By organizational size category)

In the Giving USA survey for this edition, more organizations reported an increase 
in giving than a decrease. This was true for every size group: large, medium, and 
small. In this analysis, “moderate” organizations are clustered with medium-sized 
organizations.

Large organizations:
64 percent reported an increase
 2 percent reported “no change”
34 percent reported a decrease

Moderate and Medium-sized organizations:
63 percent reported an increase
 3 percent reported “no change”
34 percent reported a decrease

Small organizations:
49 percent reported an increase
22 percent reported “no change”
29 percent reported a decrease

All organizations:
59 percent reported an increase
 9 percent reported “no change”
32 percent reported a decrease

Among all size groups, small organizations were the least likely to see an increase 
and most likely to see “no change.”
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The number of 501(c)(3) organizations, 1996–2006

The number of registered charities increased 1.7 percent between 2005 and 2006. 

Of the registered 501(c)(3) organizations, approximately 250,000 file an IRS Form 
990 or IRS Form 990-PF. The other registered organizations either do not have 
total revenues of $25,000 or more, are defunct, or fail to file.

Some scholars estimate that there may be as many 300,000 or more charities 
operating that have not registered with the Internal Revenue Service. They include 
new organizations, very small grassroots organizations, and organizations that have 
registered with a state office but have not yet filed paperwork for federal registration. 

In addition to registered charities, there are an estimated 300,000 to 400,000 congregations 
that are not required to register, although some chose to file as a charitable organization 
under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.
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